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Teachers Give Maine Survival Story a Technology Twist 
ORONO, Maine -- The Maine survival story that has thrilled and inspired young and old 
for nearly 50 years got a modem twist this summer. "Lost on a Mountain in Maine," the 
saga of 12-year-old Donn Fendler who was lost on Mount Katahdin for nine days during 
July 1939, was brought to life in a multimedia presentation by two area teachers. 
Victoria Perry, a teacher at the Center Drive School in Orrington, and Susan Oberholtzer, 
who teaches computer education at schools in Hampden and Newburgh, used the popular 
book as the basis for a required project in the graduate level Multimedia in the 
Classroom course they took this summer at the University of Maine's College of 
Education & Human Development. 
"Lost on a Mountain in Maine" is Fendler's account of his struggles on the mountain as 
he related it to family acquaintance Joseph B. Egan in the weeks following the massive 
search effort and rescue that captured the attention of the nation. The book was originally 
published in September 1939. In the foreword, Egan described the Rye, N.Y. Boy Scout's 
survival after being separated from his hiking companions as "one of the most amazing 
stories of youthful human endurance ever told" and "a lesson in consequences that 
should affect the youth of the world for years to come." 
And so it has. Fendler, now retired from a military career which included service in the 
special forces in Vietnam, continues to receive letters from children around the country 
who have read his story, and he is a frequent visitor to schools in Maine and elsewhere to 
talk personally about his adventure, his remarkable survival, and his appreciation for the 
people who kept faith and continued to search against the odds. 
Fendler lives in Clarksville, Tenn., and has a summer home in Newport where the two 
teachers, 58 summers after his ordeal on Katahdin, videotaped an interview with him as 
part of their project. On Aug. 8, Fendler and his wife, Ree, were on hand for the last day 
of the course to view the technology version of his story and other class projects. 
The presentations were great, Fendler said, describing multimedia as a wonderful 
teaching tool that helps make learning interesting for students. Multimedia will be one of 
the components of the new M.Ed. in technology program the College is developing, 
according to class instructor Jim Chiavacci, UMaine assistant professor of instructional 
technology. 
Perry first met Fendler when she was teaching in Houlton and he was invited to visit the 
school. He's now an annual visitor to her class in Orrington, coming early in the school 
year just after the sixth graders have read "Lost on a Mountain in Maine." Community 
people also are interested and attend his presentation to the students, according to Perry. 
In addition to bringing a first-hand account of the fascinating story, Fendler takes great 
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interest in the students and spends a lot of time talking individually to them which makes 
them feel very special, she says. 
As the summer class progressed and she learned more about the components of 
multimedia, Perry realized that the book, in addition to its enduring appeal, was highly 
adaptable to the new technology. She and Oberholtzer compiled existing resources, such 
as a July 26, 1939 Bangor Daily News page one story highlighting the boy's survival, and 
an audio tape of the book. Then they researched and added new material including their 
video interview of Fendler and visuals and information about Katahdin from the Internet. 
The result is an interactive, multimedia survey of "Lost on a Mountain in Maine," 
intended for use in grades 4-6. 
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